S9774

people of our State—bills like the Or-
egon Equality Act, which banned dis-
crimination based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, and the Or-
egon Family Fairness Act, which cre-
ated domestic partnerships for same-
sex couples. We established a rainy-day
fund to help guard Oregon against sud-
den economic downturns and updated
the Oregon Bottle Bill for the first
time since it was passed in 1971 in order
to add water bottles to the list of con-
tainers with mandatory deposits.

Working together, we made those 2
years some of the most productive in
the history of our State. But in 2009, we
each set off on new chapters of or lives
and our careers—me to serve in the
U.S. Senate and Governor Brown to
serve for two terms as Oregon’s sec-
retary of state, where she made ex-
panding the right of every Oregonian
to vote and breaking down the barriers
to registration her top priority. As sec-
retary of state, Governor Brown imple-
mented online voter registration,
which 87,000 Oregonians availed them-
selves of within the first year of its en-
actment. She pushed the use of tablets
and iPads to ensure our elections were
increasingly accessible to every Orego-
nian. And because of her efforts, our
State became the first to use tablets to
help voters with disabilities actually
mark their ballots, a practice which
has since caught on across the country.
And she crafted and pushed for passage
of the ‘“‘motor voter’ program to auto-
matically register voters when they
get a driver’s license that she would ac-
tually go on to sign into law and imple-
ment once she became Governor.

Like her time in the legislature, Gov-
ernor Brown distinguished her tenure
as secretary of state by her work to
bring fairness and opportunity to our
State. And that continued into the
Governor’s mansion where she always
strives to put the best interests of Or-
egonians first, especially working fam-
ilies. Under her watch, Governor Brown
oversaw historic investments in edu-
cation with the Students Success Act.
She signed a transformative 10-year,
$5.3 Dbillion package to improve our
roads and highways, while creating
more pedestrian- and bike-friendly
communities.?? She expanded the Or-
egon Health Plan so that every child
and 94 percent of all adults in our State
have some form of health coverage
today. Her budget plan included some
of the most ambitious goals in the
country for taking on climate chaos by
reducing carbon emissions and moving
to 100 percent clean energy sources.
And, of course, Governor Brown saw
our State through the dark and dif-
ficult days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Her career in public service has been
defined by working to improve our
State and help lift up families every-
where. And it is important to remem-
ber that, time and again, she had to do
so while breaking down one barrier
after another. She was the first woman
to serve as our senate majority leader,
the first openly LGBTQ+ person elect-
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ed as a secretary of state in the coun-
try, and then the first as Governor. It
takes immense courage to be the first
at anything—to be a pioneer. And it is
her courage which has made Governor
Brown such an inspiration to so many
in Oregon and across the Nation who
have questioned their own place in the
world and seeking their own path in
life.

As she prepares to transition into the
next phase of her life, I am going to
miss having Governor Brown there in
Mahonia Hall, leading our State
through good times and bad. I am
going to miss the regular phone calls
that we have shared, almost every
month, for nearly 8 years. But I know
that this is far from the end. I know
that, even as she leaves office, Gov-
ernor Brown will continue to make im-
portant and meaningful contributions
to the lives of her fellow Oregonians.
And I, for one, cannot wait to see what
she decides to do next.e

————

TRIBUTE TO PETER COURTNEY

e Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President,
when the Oregon Legislature comes
into session on January 9, it will em-
bark on a new era because, for the first
time in 38 years, it will convene with-
out Oregon’s longest serving legislator
and longest serving senate president,
Peter Courtney, among its ranks.

Since the day he stepped off that
greyhound bus in Salem, back in 1969,
Peter has been a captivating presence
in Oregon politics. Through 6 years on
the Salem City Council, 7 terms in the
Oregon House and 12 in the senate—10
of them as senate president—Peter has
sought to not only make government
work by pushing to make the legisla-
ture meet yearly rather than once
every 2 years, but to work on behalf of
the people of our State. And he has cer-
tainly been a tireless advocate for his
community, exemplified by his support
for the Salem YMCA he loved so much
and once called ‘“home’’ for 2 years and
through this year’s groundbreaking on
the 34-unit which will serve veterans in
need of affordable housing.

As senate president, Peter helped
usher a number of landmark bills on
everything from housing, to
healthcare, to jobs. Among them are
the rainy-day fund that I worked with
him to establish in order to safeguard
our State from sudden economic down-
turns; the Healthy Kids Act which pro-
vided health insurance to 90,000 unin-
sured children and 30,000 low-income
adults; and through the Housing Oppor-
tunity Bill which created a new trust
fund to increase affordable rental hous-
ing development, help more Oregonians
become homeowners, prevent home-
lessness,and maintain and expand the
network of community-based nonprofit
housing providers.

But there is no question that, of all
the issues he has worked on over the
years, mental health care is that Peter
is most passionate about. Peter has
long been recognized throughout Or-
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egon as a champion for providing men-
tal health services to those who need
it. This passion began when, visiting
the Oregon State Hospital back in 2004,
the same hospital where ‘“‘One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” was filmed,
Peter and a group of local leaders dis-
covered the unclaimed cremated re-
mains of more than 3,500 Oregonian pa-
tients sitting in a neglected storage
room in corroding copper canisters.
Finding those remains and the lack of
care with which they were treated set
Peter off on a personal mission to en-
sure that Oregonians suffering from
mental illnesses get the care they need
and that they are treated with dignity
and respect. He led the charge to re-
place that old State hospital with a
new modern facility that also had a
boost in staffing so patients could get
the care they need. He pushed through
a mental health parity bill in 2005
which said that insurance companies
had to cover mental health treatment
the same as they did physical health
treatment. And Peter was also the
driving force for successfully increas-
ing our State’s cigarette tax and dedi-
cating the extra funding it generates to
mental health treatment.

And if there is a second issue that
Peter is most passionate about, it
would probably have to be preparing
our State for a Cascadia Subduction
Zone earthquake. He once gave each
Democrat in the House a small piece of
marble with an engraved image of the
State capitol once repairs were fin-
ished after the damage caused by the
1993 Scotts Mill earthquake as symbol
of the importance of this issue. That
commitment to safety led Peter to suc-
cessfully shepherd 12 seismic safety
measures into law. And schools and
emergency services facilities across Or-
egon are now safer in the event of an
earthquake thanks to the Seismic Re-
habilitation Grant Program that he
created.

It is hard to imagine what Oregon
State politics is going to look like,
starting in just a few weeks, without
Peter Courtney running the State sen-
ate. But as work continues on a
multiyear project to retrofit and pre-
pare our capitol in Salem for an inevi-
table and long overdue earthquake in
the Cascadia Subduction Zone, I know
that Peter’s legacy and his work on so
many important issues will continue to
touch the lives of Oregonians for a long
time to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO BOB STOLL

e Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President,
today I would like to recognize Robert
Stoll, a dear friend, brilliant Ilegal
mind, and a steadfast champion for the
people of Oregon who just celebrated
his 80th birthday on December 16, 2022.
Adlai Stevenson once said, ‘It is not
the years in your life but the life in
your years.” Well, Bob has certainly
crammed a lot of life into his 80 years
on this planet.

A dabbler in journalism as a pub-
lisher of the University of Wisconsin
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